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There is a book that’s out that I’ve been
kind of touting lately, that I’m very interested
in. It’s called ‘‘Non Zero,’’ written by a man
named Robert Wright. I don’t know if any
of you have seen it, but he wrote a book a
few years ago called ‘‘The Moral Animal,’’
which got a lot of interest.

Essentially, the argument of ‘‘Non Zero’’
is this: The world is—it is a scientific and
historical argument. When Martin Luther
King propositioned that the arc of history is
long, but it bends toward justice, and essen-
tially what the argument is that we have to
become more just as a society, if we want
to survive, as we grow more complex and
more interdependent.

He’s not naive. I mean, he understands
that science was abused by Nazi Germany,
modern organizational techniques, and mili-
tary capacity was abused by communists, to-
talitarians, dictatorships. But he basically ar-
gues that if you look at it over the whole
sweep of history, it is a good thing that we
are growing, A, more complex, and B, more
interdependent, because it forces us to try
to find solutions in which we all win, instead
of solutions in which some of us win at every-
body else’s expense.

As I said, he’s not naive. If you have a
race for President, one of these guys is going
to lose, and one of them’s going to win. You
know, somebody’s going to win, somebody’s
going to loose the race for Senate. But he
argues that the leadership style that is re-
quired for this time is that we work together
to try to find principled compromises but not
say you’ll split the difference. Things that are
always on the edge of change, so that we can
all win.

And what I’ve tried to do is to modernize
the Democratic Party but rooted on very sim-
ple ideas: Everybody counts; everybody de-
serves a chance; people that need help ought
to get it, to be empowered to make the most
of their lives; and we all do better when we
work together—very simple ideas. But you
have to have people who can take those sim-
ple principles in a very complicated world
and make it work for ordinary people.

I don’t know anybody I think can do that
better than Hillary, and I know I’m biased,
because I know we spent 30 years together.
I’m just telling you I’ve seen hundreds and

hundreds of people in public life, in both par-
ties, and most of them were better than most
folks thought they were. Most people in pub-
lic life I’ve known have been honest, hard-
working, and did what they actually thought
was right 95 percent of the time. But I’ve
never known anybody I thought could do it
that well.

So I think that she would do a great job
for New York, and I think she will win, only
if she can continue to bring clarity to the
message, and your presence here tonight and
your support for her guarantees that she’ll
be able to be heard in her own voice, rather
than somebody’s clever transfiguration of it.
And you should be very proud of that. I hope
you’ll always be proud you came to this din-
ner tonight.

But the stakes are far bigger than another
Senate race, even far bigger than another
President’s race, and they are just as impor-
tant, if not more important, than what we
did in ’92, because we now have the future
to run ourselves, and we’ve got to do a good
job of it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Vernon and Ann Jordon; and Dwight
Bush, chief financial officer, Sato Travel, and his
wife, Toni.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
for Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee of India
September 15, 2000

It is a special honor to welcome to the
White House the Prime Minister of the
world’s largest democracy.

Prime Minister Vajpayee, America always
has had a great fascination with India, for
its rich history, culture, great religions. And
increasingly, we are fascinated by India when
we think in terms of the future.

We see in India today a rising economic
leader, making breathtaking strides in infor-
mation technology; an emerging environ-
mental leader, promoting ambitious goals for
energy efficiency; a pioneering health leader,
recently immunizing 140 million children
against polio; a leader in our community of
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democracies, reminding the world that free-
dom is not a western value but a universal
longing.

Mr. Prime Minister, it is not only India’s
democracy but India’s manner of achieving
democracy that will forever inspire America.

On my recent trip to India, I was pro-
foundly moved by the visit that my daughter
and our party and I had to the Gandhi Me-
morial. Tomorrow I will be proud to join you
as you dedicate another Gandhi Memorial
right here in Washington, DC. It is alto-
gether fitting that both our nations honor
him.

Martin Luther King used Gandhi’s teach-
ings to show America that, while we held
principles of equality we knew to be right,
we permitted practices of inequality we knew
to be wrong, and we have been changing for
the better ever since.

Mr. Prime Minister, from very different
histories, India and the United States have
forged a common bond, arising from our
common commitment to freedom and de-
mocracy. Our challenge is to turn our com-
mon bond into common achievements.
Today we will continue our work in areas
where the world needs both America and
India to lead if we are to defeat AIDS, reduce
poverty, protect the global environment, and
open the global economy.

We will discuss our common desire to seek
peace through dialog in South Asia. We will
talk about our common interests in slowing
the spread of nuclear weapons and the
broader consequences of proliferation in
South Asia. At the same time, we welcome
India’s commitment to forgo nuclear testing
until the treaty banning all nuclear testing
comes into force.

No matter our differences—and two such
large and diverse countries will always have
some differences—as long as we are thinking,
if we speak with care and listen with respect,
we will find common ground and achieve
common aims.

Prime Minister Vajpayee, in your speeches
you talk of India’s ability to cherish its own
marvelous diversity. In your poetry, you write
of the importance of unity, saying that people
of many faiths can have one dream in every
eye.

In America, we too have a dream of unity
amidst our diversity. If people as diverse as
we can affirm our common humanity and
share common dreams, surely we should and
can embrace common endeavors. Mr. Prime
Minister, I thank you again for the wonderful
welcome you and your people accorded to
me, the members of my family, and my dele-
gation on our unforgettable trip to India.

I hope this, too, will be a great trip for
you and that you will feel the warmth of
America’s welcome in return. But more than
anything else, I hope this is the beginning
of a long line of common endeavors.

Thank you for coming here, sir, and wel-
come to America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Prime
Minister Vajpayee was accorded a formal welcome
with full military honors. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the Prime Minister.

Remarks Prior to a Discussions With
Prime Minister Vajpayee and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 15, 2000

The President. Let me just briefly say,
again, how very pleased I am to have the
Prime Minister and his party here in the
United States. He went to the United Na-
tions. He was up on the Hill yesterday, talk-
ing with the leaders of the Senate and the
House. It’s great to have him here in the
White House.

I think we have worked hard together to
move our relationship from one of too little
contact and too much suspicion to one of
genuine efforts to build a long-term partner-
ship that is in the interests of the people of
India and the people of the United States.
And I’m encouraged, and I’m very appre-
ciative of Prime Minister Vajpayee’s efforts
to lead this transformation.

So I want to welcome you again, and thank
you for that, sir.

Prime Minister Vajpayee. Thank you
very much, Mr. President. I am grateful to
you for your kind words and warm hospi-
tality. The parade was really very impressive.
But now we have some work to perform.
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